BAYER

am

Sweet news from Bayer:

Introducing De Ruiter’s
First Strawberry Variety

William Roberts
Business Development (Strawberry)

Alin Borleanu
Market Development (Strawberry)
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/- A global enterprise leading in pharmaceuticals,
consumer health and agriculture

/ Bayer’s Vegetable Seeds business supports
growers globally with more than 20 different
crops

/- Thousands of varieties across amongst all
Tomato, Cucumber, Pepper, Melon, Broccoli,
Spinach, Sweet corn...




Strategic Expansion

Entering the Strawberry market

Strawberrfes

/- One of the fastest-growing fruit crops

/" Year-round demand exceeding supply

/" Evolving supply chains and production systems

/- Not without challenges...




“= Introducing...

Bayer’s first new variety release

Baya Solara

An early mid-season Junebearer variety




“Baya Solara stood out in our
Junebearer trials with high yields and a
96.5% Class 1 rate. Fruit size was
consistently large - 27.85 g on average-
with 85% over 35 mm diameter.”

Trials 2025, Homme Farm, UK.

Stephen McGuffie, New Farm
Produce, UK

“We trialled Baya Solara in coir
bags on tabletops at 5/m. Over six
weeks and 12 picks, total yield
reached 794 g/plant - above
average for a Junebearer - with a
standout 95% Class 1.”

Trials 2025, UK




Maarten Hofkens, PCH, Belgium.

“Baya Solara outmatched Sonsation’s

production with roughly one third the

flower count; a strong efficiency @
signal. Fruit is uniformly conical and PROEFCENTRUM
sufficiently firm; it allows for extra day HOOGSTRATEN
on the plant without affecting fruit

quality.”

Trials 2025, BE — article published in
Proeftuinnieuws 18. 24 Oct 2025, page 33.

Alix Stewart, Angus Growers (PO for
Angus Soft Fruits), Scotland.

“We recorded 0% plant fallout compared to
our Malling Centenary control. Baya Solara
delivered vigorous, upright growth, medium
trusses, and consistently large berries that

improved picking efficiency and kept costs

low.”

Trials 2025, Scotland.



Baya Solara

An early mid-season, high-yielding Junebearer selection
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Higher productivity

20-30% higher versus standard JB varieties
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Excellent fruit quality
very good firmness, extended shelf-life
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Open canopy, long strong trusses Disease resistance
well displayed fruit — better picking efficiency High resistance versus Crown rot (Phytophthora cactorum)




“= Production

20-30% more production versus standard JB varieties, on average

Class 1 Production BE Class 1 Production UK
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STR6 Baya Solara Standard Baya Solara
Variety Variety
Source: 2025, PCH trials, BE — Spring production in plastic Source: 2025, Berryplants trials, Homme Farm, UK — Spring
greenhouse, tray plants 12 pl/m, where STR6 has achieved a production in plastic tunnels, tray plants 12 pl/m, where Standard

production of 52 t/ha vs. Baya Solara 64 t/ha has achieved a production of 38 t/ha vs. Baya Solara 52 t/ha



@ Fruit Size Production grading - by fruit size

Larger fruit size consistent during production _
H>35mm 31-34mm HE<31mm ® Misshapen HRot

@ Very high percentage of Class 1> 97% 700

- 600
@ Baya Solara has a larger fruit size

—>27g/fruit on average 500 +44%

@ 85% or more >31mm

STR6 Baya Solara
Variety

Source: 2025, PCH trials, BE — Spring production in plastic
greenhouse, tray plants 12 pl/m



Fruit Quality

Very good firmness - extended shelf life

Shelf-Life Analysis — Fruit quality/number of days on the
shelf

Shelf Life
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calyx
Source: 2024, PCH trials, BE — Spring production in plastic
Source: 2025, WB Chambers trials, UK — Spring production in

greenhouse (higher score is better)

plastic tunnels
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Harvest Efficiency

Open plants with long, strong tru displayed fruit - better picking efficiency

| ““ Long strong trusses
| o Well displayed fruit

‘@‘ Faster picking




“= Disease Resistance

Good resistance against crown rot — Phytophthora cactorum

Adjusted _mean
Resistance to Crown root - Spring 2024
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Baya Solara STR43 STR14 STR44
Variety

Source: Bayer, R&D trials, 2024 — Crown rot resistance tests — Baya
Solara exhibits resistance comparable to the high resistant control STR43
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Baya Solara

A new Junebearer variety from Bayer

@ Higher productivity

@ Larger fruit size

@ Excellent fruit quality and extended shelf-life
@ |ong, strong trusses with well displayed fruit

@ Good root disease resistance

*Compared with standard varieties used throughout trials in 2024 and 2025 as described in this presentation.




“Perfect red color, perfect shape
and big-sized fruit. Beautiful
Shape, good color. Nice firmness
yet still juicy. Good sweet-sour
balance.”

- An auction in Belgium.

“Taste wise, this variety scores
very good. | think the
appearance Is also very
appealing.”

- A large trader in The Netherlands.
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From Roots to Retail: Strong Plants, Fruitful Partnerships

Grow better together

N7 BERRYPLANTS

ROOTED IN EXPERTISE, GROWING FOR THE FUTURE.

KRAEGE

IMTERMATIOMNAL

‘, Genson
\_~ Quality Plants
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Thank You

Join us on the Bayer stand

"
A

De Ruiter



== Djisclaimer
©2026 Bayer Group. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Any recommendations and advice provided in this presentation are based upon field observations and
feedback received from a limited number of growers and geographies. These recommendations and
advice should be considered as one reference point and should not be substituted for the professional
opinion of agronomists, entomologists or other relevant experts evaluating specific conditions.

All information concerning the varieties and their performance given orally or in writing by Bayer or its
employees or its agents is given in good faith, but is not to be taken as a guarantee by Bayer as to
performance and suitability of the varieties sold. Performance may depend on local climatic and other
causes. Bayer assumes no liability for the given information. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, De Ruiter, and De

Ruiter & Greenhouse Leaf Design are registered trademarks of Bayer Group.
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Contacts & Information

William Roberts
Business Development (Strawberry)
E: Will. Roberts@bayer.com

Alin Borleanu
Market Development (Strawberry)
E: Alin.Borleanu@bayer.com

QR Code to Website
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